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READER INTERVIEW

POESY LIANG

Poesy Liang's attempt in jewellery design 3 years ago met with success as soon as she started to show her work
privately on the intermational eircuit, instantly gaining recognition of pnivate art collectors all over. Her special
collection of cufflinks under the brand POEZ Jewellers can be secen adorming the cufts of corporate celebnties and
showcased over the pages of luxury magazines, despite making them available through private sales by invitation
only. However, this successful architect designer of Malaysian-Taiwanese parentage has even more strings to her
bow - trained by top masters 1n numerous forms of classical Chinese art since the age of 7, Poesy was discovered at
14 and starred in a Levi's Strauss television commercial and since then, managed to sustain a featured presence in
the tele-media industry for the next 12 years. Her colourful life was punctuated twice by malignant paralysis caused
by tumours in her spinal cord at 17 and 28; both challenges were overcome and deemed miracles. This led her to be
actively aware of welfare 1ssves; she spearheaded a thnving volunteer group called Helping Angels. After what looks
like she completed a long road less travelled, Poesy further advanced her intenor and product designing carcer by
launching POEZ JEWELLERS. Here she talks to HOMME about her work and more:

HOMME.

What tnspired you fo start denmgring jewellery!

Poesy Liang:

| am naturally quile a fussy character when il comes 1o a
few things - the things | cat and the things 1 wear, [l was
rare for me o Gnd ewellery that | loved and it was given
that | would always seck oul crallspeople lo make things
customized o my specification. The invenlor in me took
things quite seriously, and making a peece ol jewellery was
just hike creating 2 paece of art, whach 1 would wear with
pride. | designed everything myself, things 1 could not find
available o buy ~ you name it | have attempted it. Thal was
a very long Lme ago.

HOMME.
Poeiy Liang:

Inspirations come from stooes, as | liken cach special being
o a rare stome (polished or aboul to be polished). For the
enlire brand, stones used are all gemstones, matenals nothing
bess than pold and platinum.

HOMME.

How did your jewellery business evolve from being a hobby
a commercual suocess?

1 have h::n wm'ti:ng on ID jobd for nearly 6 years now.
Back in 2004, my bealth did not look so good and every
time | stubbed a loe or experienced a small leg injury, | was
back in a wheelchair. The weaknesses of my lower limbs
alter surviving 3 surgenes hmaled my mobility and [ kad o
think of a career change where 1 could still use my passion
in creating and the corporate life, which could sustain my
family and my other goals, il paralysis were o stnke again.

HOMME.

In terms of your jewellery, where o from here!

Poeiy Liang:

To be honest [ started everywhere else ~ UK, few European
countries, USA, Japan, Taiwan. It is only now that [ am back
al bome in Malaysia and Singapore. There were mileresls in
the Middle East so perhaps 1 will have to pay them a visil.
Al the end of the day, | wanl to stay pnvate if possible as
il 15 best kept available (o the discerning global jel setting
crowd by word of mouth and be represenied only with a
| very exclusive list of retailers. My top 3 cities for a flagship
exisienoe would likely be Monaco, Las Vegas and Tokyo.
With the economic climate, | am glad | have no plans o
grow agger anylime soon.

HOMME:

Yowr ideal cutiomer?

Poesy Liang:

Billionaires and neardy there.. or high

powered corporate dealmakers whu are
oozing il haha...

"rl"-i'””.l"

Youwr ideal man

Poesy Liang:

behe... ldeal man - a scholar non-partying
anstocralic lype.

HOMME:

In fermzs of the mens jewellery, where Kk
next?

Poesy Liang:

Well, 1o every corporile bosrdroom, privale
yachts and jets. For men | oaly waal lo focus
on cufflinks. Maybe a novel ashtray or two.

HOMME:

Woh?

Poesy Liang:

The cufllinks collection came aboul becauie
of the void n the market o give a good
exclusive present within the range of 10-20k
to avoxd buying an eatry level watch, which
most distinguished men on the corporate level
would not even bal an eyelad at. Also [ have
been a culllink fanalic sance | was young,
s0 my collection ¢an bl inlo a corporale
woman's wardrobe without a problem as
il i very understaled that way. The whole
sdea 15 W have a favourile pair of links that
1 precious o you and wear only thal pair
during the best oocasions (especially when
there is a high profile deal to close and that
14 the time you wanl all the luck possible W
back up your expertise).

The [act that the culflinks are made of precious
metal and the finest sones also refllects m a
chosce of good investmenl. Not only that, the
production is limited hence in time Lo come,
it would be nice (o be among the exclusavely
discerning group ol collectors.

As for the novel sshtray, | once heard of a
diamond and ruby encrusted ashiray inside a

..

Ferran owned by a pnnce. The ashtray was
said to be worth more than his himited edition
car and | thought 1o mysell ] would ol mind
doing that.

HOMME:

What makes you happiess

Poesy Liang:
Uuadaytud:ylamhnpp}'hun;pmdxuw.
squeezing in a3 many completed tasks
wilhout being stressed oul aboul the logistacs.
| am also very happy when | have zero

expectabions loward life.

HOMME -

What casive oy closes! to vour heart” Why?
Poesy Liang:

| have trouble keeping only one cause close o
my beart. Al the momeal Helping Angels does
the most 1o focus oa underprivileged welfare
and chaldren's educaltion. My main ided s o
promole altruism among career professionals
in their 20s through our volunteer

— a% these are the youths who will be leading
the world m future and having the power
o make a big difference. Thus, | think 1
i$ imporiant that we plant the seed now in
arder to be able 1o tackle many causes more
successfully with more well-trained people
on board. My wellare interest ranges widely
beoce [ juggle different types of short lerm
project o gain belter understanding on how
W faciltate further belp for the future. A
greal project last yesr, in collaboration with
the Tha: Cambndge Alumni, we supplied
500 blankets to North Thailand and [aos for
winter. | urge more people to think outsade
of their own eavircament and practice the
helping speril - il is the oaly way to balance
up our indulgences i life.

"I‘J"”-:"f..'
W ariot do you agamiire most !
Fl:l:l}' Liang:

I like John Ssrpent for a painting thal
astounded and haunted me for 2 decades.

www.poezjewellers.com

FIONMME!

What s the cramest thing you v aver done
Poesy Lioni

1 doa lot of crary things. They are all positive
stull and [ try o outdo mysell on a day o
day basis.

HOMME:
Who iy vour favourite historical figure”
F'ims)' Lmng

| admire way oo many people 0 name jusl
e,

HOMME:
Wkt upyety vou the mos)

Poesy Li mng

Needing the toilet and being stuck in
a traffic jam.

HOMME:
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Poesy Liang:

No Black Tie in Kuals Lumpuar.
HO% ""-:"l’ :

What padeer can’t you [ive without?
Poesy Lx

Ihﬂl:tuut:mlthin,buliliaagindmﬁl:
phore with a complete phooebook.

HOMME:
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Poesy Liang:

Not fullilling & promise, dying before
refurping he things | bormowed or dying
before making amends where there is a
WIDDg.

HOMME:

Where do you love 1o shop

Poesy Liang:

I shop in all sorts of places, it is pant of my
Job. It reslly boils down to how much | have
1 spend. This is a really vast subject sinoe
people pay me to shop for their homes and
intenior projects. However, | really love 11
when | descover treasures in small shops thal
have nol been duplicated all over the workl.
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